
August 9, 2022

Dear Columbus Catholic Students and Families -

I hope that each of your families is enjoying summer vacation. The first day of school will be here soon,
and the school staff looks forward to another great year! We are eager to welcome all families to
Columbus Catholic this fall. As we look towards the start of school, we wanted to share information to
help you plan for your student's return to the classroom.  Please read through the information for the new
school year. If you have any questions as we approach the start of school, please don't hesitate to contact
our office.

On a personal note, I will enter my third year at CVCS by serving as the Principal at Columbus Catholic. I
look forward to another great year with the outstanding students and staff that make our school
exceptional. It is a blessing to be a member of this community!

Returning Student Drop and Go Day
On Thursday, August 18, all returning students and families moving into 9th grade are invited to stop by
Columbus Catholic to collect schedules, meet teachers, and access lockers. This opportunity is an open
house, and families are invited to visit anytime from 10:00 AM. - 6:00 p.m. There will be information in
Oppold Gymnasium to ensure all families have completed all paperwork before the start of school.

9th Grade Orientation
On Thursday, August 18, from 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM, 9th-grade families and any families new to Columbus
are encouraged to join us for orientation; this will be an opportunity to meet staff members, learn more
about our school, and visit classrooms and get locker assignments. This is a great chance to familiarize
yourself with Columbus Catholic and mentally prepare for your first school day this fall! If your family
cannot attend the orientation, please contact our office to set up an alternate time to support your student's
transition to middle school and prepare for the first day. The goal is for 100% of 9th-grade students and
new families to attend this portion of the day. Families can start arriving as early as 5:30 PM to finalize
any paperwork that may be necessary.

Annual Back to School Jamboree
On August 24, join us as we kick off the 2022-2023 school year at Cedar Valley Catholic Schools. Mass
will begin at 6:00 PM in the Blessed Maria Assunta Pallotta Middle School gym. Following Mass, enjoy
free carnival games and walking tacos on T.J McLaughlin Field.

School Hours
The student day begins at 7:25 AM and ends at 2:25 PM this school year. Students are considered tardy
for class at 7:30 AM, so ensuring your child can be in the classroom by 7:30 AM is very important. The
building is open to students at 7:00.



Breakfast / Lunch Program
Students can eat breakfast from 6:45 a.m. - 7:25 a.m. Information regarding the Free and Reduced lunch
program is included as an attachment in this email. To apply for Free and Reduced lunches, families are
encouraged to go to the link in the email attachment and complete the online application. Students are
welcome to bring cold lunch to school. However, carbonated beverages and fast food items are not
allowed as an alternative to school lunch and should not be included as a student's cold lunch option.

Dress Code
Each day at 7:30 AM, the Columbus staff will conduct a dress code check to ensure compliance with the
CHS dress code policy. All students who are not in compliance will be asked to visit the office to make the
necessary changes or call home to have a parent bring new clothing to meet dress code expectations.
Students who have three dress code infractions will receive an after-school detention. Please review the
dress code with your child before the school year starts.

School Counselor
Mrs. Rogers joined Columbus in January of 2022, and we are excited to have her return as our 9-12
school counselor. Mrs. Rogers will work with students to support their social-emotional well-being. Mrs.
Rogers will also be in charge of Service Cord and scheduling.

College and Career Readiness
Mrs. Wolfensperger will continue as the director of the Chris and Megan Fereday College and Career
Readiness Program. Mrs. Wolfensperger will be coordinating college visits, ACT/SAT prep, and
administering the PSAT/NMSQT. In addition, she will handle transcripts, scholarships, and support
college applications.

iPads
Students are scheduled to receive iPads on August 23, the first day of class. However, students will only
be issued iPads when their parents have signed and returned all forms and completed their PowerSchool
registration, including the acceptable use policy, which is included in your PowerSchool registration
process. Completing fall registration through PowerSchool is required before the start of the year.
Outstanding iPad fees from the 21-22 school year must be paid.

School Photos
Grades 9-11 will take photographs during school hours on September 9. Students are required to be in
uniform on this day.

Handbooks
The following CVCS school board-approved handbooks are available for your review:
CVCS Handbook CHS Handbook Activities Handbook

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17O6RwqNwx1CuoorpEh4D2c00xCz1ls0ewzAlhKBOtpc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1csUtpIjDyTSKltHXMBQteiu_0U2eSj_lsgo9CwtJKEA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DGGNF_naGG7S6Qv13l-h7J8QHa3h0PxUkjiLtBVu5yU/edit?usp=sharing


Schedules
Student schedules will be live in PowerSchool no later than Monday, August 15. When schedules are
posted, you will receive an email from Mr. Harrington detailing the process to request course changes.
Schedule adjustments will be reviewed by grade level in the order they are received.

Communication
The school newsletter will be emailed weekly on Thursday evening. The newsletter will contain
information about upcoming events, reminders from the office, and other important information. Most
frequently asked questions can be answered by carefully reading the newsletter.

If you or someone you know are not receiving emails, please contact aschmitz@cvcatholic.org.

Orientation
The first two days of school will be a staggered orientation, emphasizing faith, community, and student
preparation for the academic year. Please note that juniors and seniors only will attend school Tuesday,
August 23. Freshmen and sophomores only will attend school Wednesday, August 24. On Thursday,
August 25, all students will report to school and begin coursework.

August 23: Junior and Senior Orientation
● 7:30 AM report to Common Time
● Students will have a dry run of their schedules and attend staff presentations
● Lunch will be served
● Students are dismissed from school at 2:25

August 24: Freshmen and Sophomore Orientation
● 7:30 AM report to Common Time
● Students will have a dry run of their schedules and attend staff presentations
● Lunch will be served
● Students are dismissed from school at 2:25

August 25: All students report to school for regular schedule A-day classes.
Our theme for this school year is Luceat Lux Vestra - The light that shines in the darkness. This year we
will challenge one another to bring Christ's light more fully into our world and to share their light!
We are excited to start this new school year at Columbus Catholic. If you have any questions, please don't
hesitate to contact our office. We pray that you enjoy your last few weeks of summer!

In Christ,

Tony Harrington, Principal
Columbus Catholic High School


